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hd&SCN (Epicurus)

Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able¢ Then he is nof
omnipotent. Is he able, but not willinge Then he is malevolent.
Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evile Is he
neither able nor willing? Then why call him Gode
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aoANF®P ao NP (Divine inspiration) h& Laome NPOIF hin, AooAAFO- PTUeFA T3
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Divine inspiration asks many questions which the most profound scholar cannot answer. These questions were not asked, supposing that we
could answer them, but to call our attention to the deep mysteries of God, and to make men know that their wisdom is limited; that in the
common things of daily life there are mysteries past the comprehension of finite minds; that the judgment and purposes of God are past
finding out, His wisdom unsearchable. If He reveals Himself to man, it is by shrouding Himself in the thick cloud of mystery.—Ellen G. White
Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p. 1141.
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"To many minds the origin of sin and the reason for its existence are a
source of great perplexity. They see the work of evil... and they
question how all this can exist under the sovereignty of One who is
infinite in wisdom, in power, and in love. Here is a mystery of which they
find no explanation." — Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 492.



Theodicies on the Problem of Evil
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Theodicies on the Problem of Evil

Greater-Good Theodicies
Evil serves a higher purpose

Certain evils are necessary for greater goods that could not occur
otherwise

Privation Theory (Augustinian Theodicy)
Evil is not a thing, but absence of good
Evil results from turning away from God, not created by Him



Theodicies on the Problem of Evil

Skeptical Theism
Human knowledge is limited

We cannot judge God'’s reasons; apparent gratuitous evils may serve
unknown purposes

Free Will Defense
Humans have genuine freedom

Evil arises from human misuse of free will: God allows this to
preserve freedom

Eschatological Theodicy; Mysterious [ Ironic Theodicy; ...
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Nature of the Cosmic Conflict
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Involvement of God's People
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Resolution of the Cosmic Conflict
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